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Hon Lynn MacLaren; Hon Helen Morton 

YOUTH — HOMELESSNESS 

413. Hon LYNN MacLAREN to the Minister for Mental Health: 
(1) Can the minister outline whether the state government aims to reduce the estimated 6 000 young people 

who are sleeping rough, couch surfing or staying in crisis accommodation across the state each night? 

(2) If yes to (1), what reduction targets will the state government commit to to reduce the number of 
homeless people within the state? 

(3) With the announcement of the federal government commitment to provide $230 million nationally to 
extend the National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness for the next two years, can the minister 
provide information on whether the state government aims to match the federal government’s funding 
commitment? 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 
(1)–(3) Data reported in the 2013–14 specialist homelessness services collection indicates that 1 325 people 

aged 24 years or younger were sleeping rough, couch surfing or staying in crisis accommodation across 
the state each night. This is significantly fewer than the 6 000 suggested. 

The state government is committed to addressing homelessness though the provision of specialist 
homelessness services in Western Australia. In 2014–15, approximately $75 million is provided 
through the National Affordable Housing Agreement and the National Partnership Agreement on 
Homelessness for the provision of homeless accommodation and support services provided by the not-
for-profit community services sector. A total of $4 million of this funding will be specifically directed 
towards new homeless accommodation services under the NPAH. 

In the last 18 months in Western Australia, there has been an increase in the number of beds available 
for individuals and families experiencing homelessness. These include an additional 77 beds at Beacon, 
an inner-city service that provides accommodation and support to single men. In February 2014, a new 
crisis accommodation service was opened in Busselton, which provides five rooms that can 
accommodate individuals and families requiring specialist accommodation and support services. The 
interim night shelter for Tom Fisher House opened in April 2014. This can accommodate up to seven 
chronically homeless men over the age of 18. Foyer Oxford, which opened in early 2014, can 
accommodate up to 98 young people. This service provides accommodation for young people aged 16 
to 25 years who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. In addition to these services, there are 
accommodation and support services, day centres, soup kitchens, tenancy support services, rough 
sleeper programs, the street-to-home program and family and domestic violence services across the 
metropolitan and regional areas of WA to support people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. 

The state government has renewed its commitment towards addressing homelessness in the Western 
Australian community. The continuation of funding is currently under consideration as part of the 
annual budget process. Decisions will be announced on 14 May when the 2015–16 state budget is 
handed down. 
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